MTN O hae enncnatesinsnjncaninee 


HEALTH 


SHIFNAL RURAL DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


INTERIM REPORT ON THZ HZALTH AND SANITARY CIRCUMSTANCES OF 
THS RURAL DISTRICT OF SHIFNAL, 
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Once again, the Ministry of Health has rcquired that the Report on 


the Health of the District shall be presented in an abbroviated interim form, 


Ap This being so, exhaustive statistical figures have been avoided and such as are 
| @iven have been confined to those of a domestic nature and of local interest. 
fain 

OED) The incidence of Infectious Disease is dealt with under that 


 Bection of the Report, but the complete absenee of diphtheria in eleven months of 
* ine) 

) the year merits attontion at this stage. Scarlet Fever gave rise to a considerable 
+ fumber of cases, but showed a decline of about one third on 141. 


Over the Country generally, despite war conditions and the 
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; stringency of the times, acute infective diseases havo shown little or no rise 

ydith the exception of Corebro-Spinal Fover - a discascs from which this District 
suffered 2 cases. It may be, however, that that condition associated with tho 
maintainance of the good health of a country - cleanliness - has shown some 
deterioration. The frequency of Scabics ssors to donot? a. Inék of this, and 
Seabics has boon much in mind in tho past twelve months. 

Turning to that more chronic infcctive condition - Tuberculosis - 
over the Country therc has been a rise following a pre-war decline which had bcen 
continuous from tho ond of tho First War. In some moasurc to moct this, a systom 
of Miss Radiography has been evolved. To expedite the oxanmination of pationts, and 
at tho same tine to bring within scope of prevexrtive medicine a large section of 
adolesconcy and young adults ( 20 - 30 age group ) a system of X ray photography 
has bie ei invonted which should bo tho means of bringing to light many 
unsuspected cagus. By this systom of mss X ray oxamination, tho time should not 
b¢ far distant whon every adult will be subjocted to this oxamination at the 
period of groatost suscoptibility. The relationship of this discase to your 
District is doalt with at tho ond of this Roport. 

To combat, and further wn NH the Ministry of Hoalth has made 
arrangemonts to deal with the possible onsct and spread of Typhus Fever - a 
discaso from which this Country is now completely free. The danger of this 
gaining a foothold lics in the large proportion of our population at presont 
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rom . abroad roturning to this Country, and coupled with that, the rapid mouns for 
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this return, Tho Continent has not cnjoyed this same freedom from Type and tha 
danger if thercby cmphasised. 

Venereal Discasc has shown an unwelconed incroase in frequency and 
has beon much discussed. To further provention, certain moasures have been taken by 
parliament to restrict, principally , the infceted fomale boing a cause for further 
sproad, and it is now possible to deal with such cases compulsorily - on roport. | 
Much diversity of opinion cxists as to the relative weight to be given to medical 
and moral teachings in attompting to secure eradication. 

Srmill-Pa, an infrequent, but undcosired visitor has ‘evidenced itself 
at periods in the past yoar. Scotland has been mainly affected, and only rare 
cases have occurred on this side of the Bordor, and no cpidomics have audece, 

A precautionary measure, new in so far as to its general 
applicability in this Country has had to be taken in relationship to static 
water supplics. This, one of the protective weapons used in the dcofence of the 
Country, is, by reason of its nature, a possible breeding ground for 
mosquitoos. The steps to prevent this has bcon the subject of a memorandum from 
the Ministry of Hoalth. 

Preventive Modicine has become a State Controlled Branch of the 
Scicnce, and during the Year, much conffecture and publicity has been given to the 
possibility of taking Medicine generally under the same control, ina socialised 
form, The opening of Health Centres to deal with all Bites, oe attendant 
Doctors and Specialists as required is envisaged, and while it would appear that 
some form of service of this nature will result, the shapo and scope has still to 
be agreed and docided. Complementary with the abave, the status of those servants 
of Medicine - Nurses — his received much consid« tion, and th resultant has been 
the stabilisation of their system of working and remuneration . 

In the immediate neighbourhood, particular attention has been 
directed to vne need for a highcr standard of cleanliness in milk. In this 
connection, preliminary steps have been taken in asgociation with tho Local 
Agricultural Colloge to formulate a scheme for local gampling. It is hoped that by 
this means it may be possible to eradicate that substratum of milk producers who 
are at present supplying a liquid of infcrior standard of claanliness. 

It is ploasing to no*> that, asa resultant of tho special care and 
supervision of the diot of the itiaten there has beon no adverse offects of the 
Health and Woizht as a result of the War. Among tho poople gonorally, bettof® use 
is being made of the more ordinary foods in tho home, and it has boon found 
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possiblo to livo ST on the restricted rations now in forces. The 
ossoning of Neurosis roported over the Country has boon ascribed to pcrsons 
boing moro fully occupicd and busy and froo from the four of uncmploynont. 
The Modical Officor of Hoalth takos this oppurtunity of thanking 
your Sanitary Inspector for his close co-opcration and constant willineness in 
carrying out his dutics in tho Sanitary Department. 


POPULATION, 
No changcs of domestic intercst havo been noted in the 


returns of tho iiinistry recently received. 
Cortain figures ard Statistics supplied 


by the linistry of Health. 


ee ee 


Moles. Fomalos. 
Live Births 100 165 
Illegitimate Births. Nee 4 
Still Births. r 4 
Doaths under 1 year of age. 6 5 
Doaths (ecnorally) 49 60 

Somc causes of dcath:- 

Pulmonary Tuberculosis 2 

Cancer. 13 

Corebral Hacmorrhage. 10 

Heart Discasos. 42 

Nephritis. 3 


There wis one death from acute infcctious (notifiable } 


‘ 


discasc —- corebro- spinal fovor. 


BACT RIOLUGIGAL SRVICR. 
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This continucs to be carricd out by the County 
Bactoriologi:t, Dr. Rhodes, at the Royal Salop Infirmary, Shrewsbury. The 
centralisation in this Hospital is now complcte andthe whole works satisfactorily. 
AMBULANOS, 

The modern carriages and cquipment sorves the District woll, and 


is froqucntly in use. Thore have boon no complaints of this sorvicc. 


RAPUS 3 COLLICTION. 


At tho boginning of the yoar, labour difficultics woro 
oxporicneed but theso wore able to bo overcome and for tho croater part of the 
period, the scrvico functionod smoothly. Tho ain is a fortnichtly collcetion of 
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household rofuse, and this has boon muintained. There have boon vory fow 
complaints. At Shifnal tho tipping site close to the Towm is nov alnost 
couplotely filled, and carly in 143 new site will have to be found for futuro 
workings. | 

In addition to scavenging, the vehicles heve boon in 
constant use for collecting salvago. In the yoar, the roturn for this was B50. 
SH&LT ERS . 

Those arc subjected to monthly inspections; cloanlineoss and 
good repair boing the first concorn. 12 saw the completion of the cormunal 
sholtors at Albrighton. Those wore orected by tho County Council and wore then 
handod over to this Agthority. Thore are four separate shcltcrs. 

Tho District continues to be served from the two main contres - 
tho Shifnal and “olvcrharpton undertekings., Tho former systom, undcr the control 
and managomont of the Local Authority, has, despito the times, beon able to be 
extondod, New connoctions havo been mde to Tong School following the recent 
extensions to that village. In addition « long oxtension to Cramp Pool Parn, and o 
ono to an institution at Shoriffhales have beon finished. This last makes close 
approach to tho distributory systom of tho neighbouring Authority of Oakengates, 
and the possibility of linkage of tho two main supplics in this part is mado much 
cagior. 

Water from all sources is subjected to periodic anilysis, and the 
rosults from samples from public supplics have been uniformly good. In addition, 4 
further protection by chlorination is in force. 

SRVERS AND S23W RAGS, 

The changes contemplated on the disposal works at Shifnal 
and Albrighton have been unable to be furthered but cortain improvononts heave 
beon made. At Shifnil, now lagoons have boon built, these allowing tho sludge to 
dry eciaplokaly before ronoval, at Albrighton it is hoped that in 1943 theo 
improvozonts and oxtensions to meot the neods of the incressod population will 
bo able to be startod. Tho offlucnts from both plants heve beon analysed, and that 
from tho Shifn.l works has bcon found to be satisfactory. Uso is mado of the 
lands surrounding for the production of vogctables, and from the two sites, 
good crops have boon sathured. 

Under the Surveyor's supervision, a now longth of sover 


has boon laid at Bockbury, and, at Sutton iddock, a now suptic tank syston hos 


py 


aim Bl tt. wikabtow tt al 
«ACS eer abtd wid waiters oad 


oe 


aod ut Be settitgare ont wre wee ee i : 


eee 


. ¥ 
. ce ee 


wy fino EboomeD yr a Ay ‘ed ‘ fou ORF DRE 


"haan DB ie S «Tl Seven od O21 ares u Fobnduns 
se poumnc't af? senttl et oy send 


aoinn. 6 mack eo hd ebb: atl. 


AT: ink? aod. ovid @ol RAE 2 


LJ Se 
rma oblowsG vet 
' I te ff 
1A - 
‘ q I are 
. 
MO whe i oF : 
ti etaculyt “bore Je od of see | 
. , J 4 he 7.) a 
i. a Ay ek 
; “tf of Brant “tied et an Lane 
- ¥ of . 4 A Wie. he 
iti ¥ to oektont: oo the 
siv* Thy a * ay vine ot 
4 { il >| ~ 
: i 
: & 1 » Heo eee pee a: 


ae 


= 1a 


has beon installod to replace the original. This latter sorves the Council houscs 


adjacent. At Lillichurst, a now soptic tank with downward filtration has been 
built to serve a local works. . 

At Tong, the School, having been connected with the min water systom, 
has had the sanitary accommodation convertod for water carriage removal. 

Private disposal plants, csoccially where the propertics conecrnod are 
being used to house a large number of residonts, have boon kopt undcr close 
supervision. 

HOUSING. 

No extensive chanzes have been able to be mde in the 
accomodation in the District. Homes have »bcon inspceted for ecleanlincss, ond 
particular control has been oxercised ovor Council Property. Hostcls have com 
within this suporvision, and in one instance, « wholssale disinfcstation of 
bodding had to be carricd out to mitigate the possibility of sproad of 
contagion. 

Repairs have boen required whore necessary, and in the case of tho 
samlier of those have beon completed. In ;this connection, at Shifnal, to 
safezucrd azainst the further deterioration to tha state fit only for demolition, 
two proportics wcro reconditioned aftcr statutory moans had been onforced to 
sccure this. 

One house has boon condomned. 

From tins to time propertics, not houses, hive been found to be in 
uso for humen habitation. Two cases of these were investigated with a vicir to 
abatomont of this practicc, and the occupicrs were roquired to move from the 
buildings. 

Under the Evacuation Schemc, close attention has boon paid to the 
premiscs lot for this purpose at Haughton Halil. Undor close supcrvision, sonc 
improvonent i:: cleanliness resulted 
LiAT AND FOODS. 

This District continucs to be sorved from the Abattoir at 
Nowport. Your Officer roports that tho quality of moat scnt in has boon good. 
Thers havc been fow complaints and little condomnation on. rc-inspection. 
Locally the pig slaughtor-house has been subjcetud to 
wockly visits for inspsction of carcasses and again it has boon roported thet fow 


Condenmnations have had to bo mde, 


Per ip sire, 4-2 
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Control of food preparation, and the maintainanee of the 
required standard of hygione has necessitated the enforcement of closure of 
unlicensed premises used for this purpose. 

Cortain foodstuffs, mainly tinned, have been broucht for 
inspection and opinion, and a quantity has had to be condemned and confiscated. 
Your Sanitary Inspector has been instructed on the precautions to be taken in 
assessing the quality of such tinned goods. and the steps which mst be followed 
by rotailers in their production of such articles. 

MILK AND DATRIZS, 

Farms ond dairies have boen visited periodically during the 
yoar. 

Improvements and roconditioning have bceon able to be carricd 
out on a cowshed and dairy noar Albrighton, but gencrally there has boon no 
marked rc-organisation. 

Means to be taken to cndeavour to improve: tho standard of 
quality of milk from a particular type of farm were discussed with tho Milk 
Officcr, Harper Adam's College at the boginning of the yoar. Sampling, with 
subsequent examination by Dr. Provan, was sugzostcd, and your Sanitary Inspector 
initiated this scheme and carricd it out for somo months. Howcver it vas found 
inpracticable to continue owing to shortaze of equipment, but it is hoped to 
re-introduce this in the noar future. 


apart from the above-mentioned type of sampling, tosts are 
constantly being made of the general cleanliness in association with the 
County Health Department. 
INFSCTIOUS DIS 34S3. 
It was noted at the beginning of the report that over the 

Country generally, there has been no inercaso in the mmber of acute infective 
discase no. *fications, Whilst this District has not, within the past fow years, 
parvicipated in the national stability, thero has boen a docrcaso in tho total 
humber of eases falling within the group. ificasles accounted for 29 notificctions, 
this following « yoar of provalence, and the restriction of 24 of these to the 
fisst quarter sugzests that tho epidemic carricd its decline into the prosent 
yoar. dlbrichton and Shoriffhalcs ‘rore the Districts mainly affected. 

Whooping Cough g:.ve rise to two cases only. 

Diphtheria after an cpidemie yoar showed a weleono fi.11, and 


cxecptines for the month of November, the yoar was completcly free. In that month 
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thore wore two notifications. 
| It may bo that this satisfactory position has boon Ra wires as e 

result of wholesale inmunisution. The eampaign to prote¢t, by duiceiintiod has been 

curricd out intensively «nd thore has been a good response to this service 

offered free to 111 classos. 

In the course of the year, a change wis made in the clinical 
administration. In iy the County Health Dep.rtment took over control of this, 
loaving the statistical side still in the hands of the Local Authvitics. xcept 
for tho avove, the sams facilitics and convenionecs as in provious yoars are 
offered over tho whole ares. 

In tho Returns rendored to the liinistry of Ho.lth in Decombor, 557 
of children under 5 yoars, and 85% above that age had taken advantage of the 
scheme, 

Thore was somo diminution in the nunbor of casos of Siadlct Fever, 
but the total, 28, showed that this discaso continued to mnifost itself with 
sone frequency. Beckbury had 11 casos, «nd Shoriffhalos and Tone accounted ifor 
the greater part of tho rominder. At Deckbury, the local school had to be 
¢losed for a poriodasa procautionary moasure to mitigate the possibility of 
further sproad. Tho last six months of the ycoar was the period of incidonce. 

Pnoutonia gave 10 roturns, and again the third and fourth quartors wore 
the poriod of prevalence. 
Of other discascs thore wore 7 cases of arysipclas, 2 casos of Ceorebro- 
Spinal Fever, and 1 case of Puerperal Pyrexia. 
In the caso of Srysipeolas this is above AVSTALC. 
| Attention had been drawn during 141 to ¢ widespread seccurrencs of 
Secabics over the Country, and steps had to be takon by the Ministry of Health to 
adviso on mothods for control ond prevention. As the Contres tndcor the control 
of the Count, Hoalth Dopartiient had beon found to bo unable to tako all the casos 
arising in the North sastorn areca, other moans had t- bo resorted to to dsal with 
the many cascs brought to noticc locally. Through the co-opcration of Newport and 
Wollington Pera District Councils, it wis foum? possible to re-open the 
Isolation Hospital at Newport. This Institution, aftcr certain reconstructions 
and improvononts, wag ablo to revive both out and in-pationts; tho lattor 
necessitated by the widespread nature of th Arca. This District, a non- 


participant in thomanagonent, agrec@ to sond such of thoir cascs as requirod 
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skilled attontion, and this 2rranremont has been on groat benefit. 


TUBSRCULOSIS. 
the numbers on the Registor at the end of the year were as 
follows: - 
Males. Fomales. 
Pulmonary Non-Pulnonary Pulmonary Non—Pulnmonary. 
19441 i3 18 21 ep 
142. 13 21 20 2] 


The above denotes no chango of significance. 


W. Aw M. STEWART ; 


July 24th. 143. MEDIGAL OFFICTR OF H2ALTH. 
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